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KEEPING ALABAMA IN WASHINGTON

Since my election to the U. S.current system. | believe, like mospact on my personal invovlement
Senate in 1986, | have held an operAlabamians I've talk to, that taxpay-with the Gulf War Syndrome issue.
county-wide meeting in each ofers should keep more of what they  This year, like meetings in years
Alabama’s 67 counties every yeargarn, and not be penalized for savinpast, | will open each county meet-
and to date, | have held almost 700and investing their money. | joineding with a brief statement about some

These meetings fulfill several with House Majority Leader Dick of the important issues to come be-
basic functions. As a U. S. SenatorArmey to introduce the Armey- fore the Congress, as well as some of
my primary responsibility is to rep- Shelby Flat Tax a few years ago. Théhe issues that are part of my legisla-
resent the wishes, the values, and thermey-Shelby Flat Tax would cre-tive agenda. Certainly, one of the
concerns of the people of our stateate a system where every American’primary issues is tax reform. | also
As | travel, | have found it very ben-income is taxed once and only oncelan to talk about the challenges
eficial to talk with our state’s citizens at its source, and it would eliminateour nation faces in educating our
directly, hearing first-hand their opin-the burdens and complexities of ouchildren, the importance of protect-
ions about issues while sharing someurrent system—a fact that anyonéng and preserving Social Security
of my own insight. who pays taxes has experienced. and Medicare, as well as ensuring that

Many elected officials only visit Some of my county meetingsour nation’s defense infrastructure
their constituents when they are runhave even led to my involvement inremains strong and ready. Follow-
ning for office—a fact that not only issues of serious national and intefing my opening statement, | will
breeds cynicism and distrust, but thabational significance. In 1991, | wasopen the meeting up to questions
fails to recognize the importance ofapproached by several Gulf War vetfrom those attending. Additionally, |
face-to-face communication with erans from Alabama who were sufencourage those who are experienc-
those the official represents. Thefering physical and emotional ail-ing problems with Social Security
people of this state deserve the beshents as a result of their serviceand/or Veterans benefits to meet with
representation available. Thatis whaTheir attendance at a county meetne or one of the aides traveling
| work hard to provide, and that ising brought this issue to my attentiorwith me.
why | make myself available. and led me to conduct an extensive | hope that you will join me at a

These meetings also help me tanvestigation into what has since beeounty meeting in your county or
focus my legislative agenda on thecome known as the Persian Gulf Waarea. Your impact plays a critical role
issues most important to the peopl&yndrome. | was the first person tan my representation of our state, and
of this state. While | regularly hearmake the claim that low-level chemi-the value of these meetings truly can-
concerns and complaints about Soeals were indeed present in the theiot be overstated.
cial Security and Medicare, the issuater of operations in the Persian Gulf ~ For dates and locations, please
| hear about most is the need for tax—a claim rejected by the Pentagomonsult your local news media, or
reform. | began to study legislationat the time, but that has now beenontact my Washington, D.C. office
that would create a simpler, moreproven as fact. Meeting those vetert (202) 224-5744 for more informa-
equitable flat-rate tax to replace ourans face-to-face had a signficant imtion. | look forward to seeing you.
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